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Playing for Success National Conference 2009 – St John’s Hotel, Solihull 

All pictures from the conference are now available on the MDA website.  If you have 

any problems logging in or have forgotten you password please contact Imran Malik, 

imran@rexhallassociates.com. 

   

Feedback from this year‟s National Conference has been very positive with all 

delegates that completed an evaluation stating that it met its aims, objectives and 

expectations either entirely or almost entirely.  Speakers included Simon Morgan – 

Premier League, Sue Hackman – DCSF, Sir Matthew Pinsent CBE and Phil Beadle.  

Again feedback was mainly good and excellent.  

Approximately 152 Centre Managers, 56 Club contacts and 46 Local Authority 

representatives attended indicating that we need to work even closer with our 

partners to ensure representation from our key partners.   

The Wakefield PfS team and young people from Saddlers Learning Centre provided 

inspirational show cases of their work.  More young people, through the „Supporter to 

Reporter‟ programme in Northamptonshire and West Bromwich Albion‟s 

„Communicating for Success‟ project, interviewed speakers and delegates to provide 

us with an evaluation DVD.  Delegates welcomed the input from young people.  



For the first time we had an off site visit to a Midlands based PfS Centre; Aston Villa 

Football Club and had seminars as well as workshops.  Delegates rated these highly 

– showing a marked improvement on past years.  Spot Me; the handheld device 

used throughout, was rated as excellent or good with just one delegate rating it as 

poor.  We are endeavouring constantly to respond to environmental concerns 

through the notion of a paperless conference and noted that this year the majority of 

delegates used public transport.   Randomly selected Centre Managers, LA and Club 

Contacts have been participating in telephone interviews so we can begin to shape 

next year‟s conference.  Delegates who gave interesting feedback will be contacted 

and asked to elaborate and, in some cases, join the planning committee.  If you are 

interested in contributing to the content and organisation of next year‟s conference 

please contact Allison@rexhallassociates.com.   

PfS Training Week 6 – 10 July 2009 

Please see timetable below for the programme of events during this week – 

please contact individual centres if you are interested in attending any of the 

sessions. 

Professional Development - PfS Training Week - 6 - 10 July 2009 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

  1 2 3 

9.45am – 3.00pm 

Staying Ahead of the 

Game - ICT Using Apple 

Mac‟s,  Phantoms Study 

Centre, Derby CCC 

6 

 9.00am – 12.00noon 

Infant Creative Writing 

Project – Daytime 

provision 

Riverside Education 

Centre, Durham CCC 

 

Please note the above 

session will either 

take place on the 6
th

 

or 9
th

 July – contact 

centre for more 

details 

7 

9.00am – 12.00noon 

An introduction to the 

Olympics 

Durham Amateur Rowing 

Club 

 

Please note the above 

session will either take 

place on the 7
th

 or 8
th

 July 

– contact centre for more 

details  

 

10.00am – 1.00pm 

Creating E-books - from 

simple Audio Books to 

Interactive DVD Readers, 

The Creative Centre, Stoke 

FC 

 

12.00noon – 4.00pm 

Volunteers and Peer 

mentors, recruitment, 

training, motivating and 

retention 

Leicestershire CCC, GREAT 

Learning Centre 

8 

10.00am - 12 noon 

Using Poetry in your PfS 

session and beyond, 

United for Learning, 

Cambridge 

 

 

12.00noon - 4.00pm 

Join-In – Motivating Key 

Stage 3 pupils 

Leicestershire CCC, 

GREAT Learning Centre 

9 

10.30 am - 12.30pm 

Story Telling -book  

making, Featherstone  

Improvers 

  

 

 

11.00am - 2.00pm  

Relaxing for 

Success/Secrets for 

Success, Batley Bulldogs 

Study Centre 

10 

10.00am—12.00noon 

Control Tech with Wall-e 

St Mary‟s Stadium,  

Southampton 

 

 

 

9.00am – 12.00noon 

Teaching Children to 

Think 

Leicester CCC, GREAT 

Learning Centre 

mailto:Allison@rexhallassociates.com


 

3.30pm – 5.30pm  

Partnerships with school – 

WBA Study Support Centre 

 

2009 CLUBCARDS 

HOMEPAGE SECTION OF PfS WEBSITE 

www.playingforsuccessonline.org.uk  

A reminder to all PfS centre managers and managers of the Associate Centres in 

Partnership with Playing for Success that the 2009 CLUBCARD TEMPLATE  is now 

available to download from the homepage of the PfS website. 

The template should be completed by centre managers and returned to TRACEY 

JONES at the admin base by 23 June 09.  

Please ensure that the review text reflects the work of Playing for Success at the 

centre. 

You were previously asked for changes to logos and contact details, these have now 

all been actioned and the 2008 clubcard directory in the website has been amended. 

New Associate Centres in Partnership with Playing for Success will need to forward 

high resolution logos when returning their clubcard to Tracey. 

The 2009 yearbook will include a report on the development of daytime programmes 

– to this end please also complete the attached proforma (this applies only to PfS 

centres) 

Summer 2009 – PfS Centres Summer Activities 

Last year we produced a summary of all the Summer Activities that took place in PfS 

centres that we were aware of for the DCSF but we know that many fantastic things 

happened that weren‟t included because we didn‟t have the details. So this year 

we‟d like the report to be more representative of what is going on....   

We will be doing a similar report this September so we would like to ask you know to 

send information (including numbers, ages and target groups plus a thumbnail 

sketch of the sort of activities and the skills and attributes developed), photos (if you 

have appropriate permissions for publication) and quotes to the office about your 

activities as they happen and/or by the end of August. In addition to the report for 

DCSF we will pull together a Summer Activities Newsletter to share information 

between centres and to develop ideas and practice in future years. 

Please send all information clearly marked Summer 2009 to Tracey Jones.  

 

http://www.playingforsuccessonline.org.uk/


 

Communicating for Success - Pompey Study Centre team up with Royal Manor 

Arts College and the Portland & the Weymouth & Portland National Sailing 

Academy for Communicating for Success Project! 

Portsmouth to Portland! 

As part of the CfS project two teachers from the Pompey Study Centre were able to 

spend a week in Dorset working with youngsters from a local Portland school, using 

one of the fabulous Pompey Learning buses. The youngsters, all aged 14-15, all 

worked towards their RYA Level 1 at the Sailing Academy, the first 2012 Olympic 

venue to be completed. During their time ashore, the children worked on the bus to 

help improve their maths and science skills through the theme of sailing and by using 

IT.  

The bus has a unique IT classroom environment, where the children were able to 

use an innovative Activote system to tackle interactive sailing/maths and science 

quizzes on a large plasma screen. They were also able to work on their own laptop 

to look at recovery from exercise in an activity called „Fit for Football, Stamina for 

Sailing.‟  

The project was capped with a royal visit from HRH Queen Elizabeth and the Duke 

of Edinburgh, Prince Phillip, who were inspecting the Sailing Academy before leaving 

for Weymouth in a £9m yacht.  

Teaching on the bus was an absolute delight for both teachers as the children really 

threw themselves into every single mad activity that had been planned for them!  

The children and their teachers have been invited to Fratton Park to visit the stadium 

and the Study Centre. 

Clare Martin, Portsmouth FC – Pompey Study Centre 

 

Centre News 

Sunderland AFC Study Support Centre 
 
The 1st May edition of the TES mentioned PfS at Sunderland whilst covering a 
planetarium topic that was held at the club.  Sunderland have given their ground up 
to celebrate the International Year of Astronomy which marks the 400th anniversary 
of the first use of an astronomical telescope by Galileo. 
 
Featherstone Improvers 
 
The Study Centre at Featherstone Rovers made the front page of the Featherstone 
Technology College magazines latest edition.  The report covered the Sports 
Reporter event, for further details please contact Tina Dransfield – Centre Manager. 



 
 
Nuneaton Town 
 
Nuneaton Town Playing for Success Centre was officially opened by England 1966 
World Cup Legend Sir Geoff Hurst on 11th April 2009.  
 

         
 
ASTON VILLA 
 
The Villan Learning Zone has set up a Twitter site for staff and students to share 
experiences on - it is called "playing4success" on www.twitter.com.  For further 
details please contact Jonathon Aldred - The Villan Learning Zone PfS Centre 
Manager on 0121 3272299 ext 158/07966 987358 
 

Calendar – 2009 

 

26 June          West Midland Regional Meeting at Worcester Warriors 

26 June          St Helens Playing for Success – new centre launch 

28 June          Keighley Cougars – Centre launch 

30 June          Hitchin Town – Centre Launch 

6 – 10 July    PfS Training Week – please see timetable below 

10  July         MBF Training – Hunslet Hawks PfS Centre 

16 July            Warriors Study Centre – PfS Summer Term Graduation 

17 July          Bath Rugby – Summer Charity Event 

 

Training 

 

RHA CPD 

 
NAHT – LEADERSHIP AND MANAGEMENT INITIATIVE FOR CENTRE LEADERS 
- 6 DAY COURSE - £630.00 + VAT per delegate 
 
The NAHT Leadership and Management course will run again with the below dates, 
venues tbc.  If you would like a booking form please contact Tracey Jones. 
 

Colchester United FC - 4 September, 9 October and 6 November, 8 December, 8 

http://www.twitter.com/


EdUc@eUtd January, 5 February, 12 March 

Exeter City FC - The 

Grecian Centre 

18 September, 16 October , 13 November, 15 December, 22 

January, 9 March 

Barnsley FC - Barnsley 

FC/LA Study Support 

Centre 

25 September, 23 October, 27 November, 11 December, 15 

January, 23 February 

 
MBF Training 
 
The final MBF/ RHA training event has been re-scheduled for FRIDAY 10th JULY at  

THE HUNSLET HAWKS  PfS centre in Leeds. 

 

The day is a practical bespoke event for PfS mentor coordinators or centre 

managers looking at: 

 

1. how to set up a mentoring programme in a PfS centre 
2. how to accredit your mentors through the ASDAN short course in mentoring 
3. how to use the MBF resources and regional networks to support your practice 
 

The cost of the course is £165 +VAT 

 

To register please contact Tracey at the RHA office for a booking form and when you 

return it state which one of the following MBF training packs (worth £40) that you 

would like to collect for your centre on the day:  

 

¶ pre16 (ideal for KS4 students)  

¶ post 16 (ideal for FE or HE students)  

¶ or adult 
 
ALSO – in the next academic year the partnership with MBF will continue and we will 

be offering a 2 day mentor coordinator, ASDAN accredited course.  More details will 

follow soon when costings have been confirmed. 

 

Centre News 

Warriors Study Centre 

Warriors Study centre have recently had video conferencing facilities installed – if 

any centres are interested in linking up could they please contact Glynn - Centre 

Manager, Warriors Study Centre, Worcester Warriors. Tel. 01905 758746   

SOMERSET CCC - SSC@SCCC 

THE  WOMEN’S TWENTY20 WORLD CUP COMES TO TAUNTON 



The Women‟s Cricket Twenty20 World Cup started on Thursday 11 June with the 

West Indies v South Africa followed by India v England.  

Somerset County Cricket Club in Taunton, the home of Women‟s Cricket in this 

country will host games over six consecutive days with over 5000 local children 

booked to attend the group stages.   

As part of the Adopt a Nation project Charlotte Edwards, the England captain and 

Caroline Atkins who featured prominently in England‟s triumph took the World Cup 

won in Australia in March to both Wellsprings and Archbishop Cranmer primary 

schools as part of a World Cup on tour event. They also completed question and 

answer sessions with large numbers of students from both schools who have 

adopted the host nation for the duration of the tournament.  

It is planned that schools who have chosen to follow the competing nations will form 

guards of honour as the players take the field.    

A package of educational resources has been specifically designed for primary 

students to use in conjunction with the tournament by Mark Fisher, Advanced Skills 

teacher and myself.  

These can be found at: www.fronter.com/somerset 

username: readonly password: readonly  

 

For any information about the schools programme contact Simon Lowe - Somerset 

Playing for Success Project Manager 

slowe@somerset.gov.uk or 07919-540516 

 
 
 
 
Castleford Tigers RLFC - The Training Den 
 
The following link to Castleford Tigers website illustrates some of the work The 
Training Den have been doing with students. 
http://www.castigers.com/cgi-bin/news.cgi?680_29265 
 
Rob Steele, Playing for Success Centre Manager, Castleford Tigers RLFC. 
 

Leigh Centurions Learning Zone – official opening 

 

The new Learning Zone centre was visited by Her Majesty the Queen and HRH the 

Duke of Edinburgh as part of the official opening of Leigh Sports Village Stadium. 

 

After officially revealing the plaque to open the stadium as a whole, the party 

included: 

 

http://www.fronter.com/somerset
mailto:slowe@somerset.gov.uk
http://www.castigers.com/cgi-bin/news.cgi?680_29265


HM the Queen 

HRH the Duke of Edinburgh 

The Lord-Lieutenant of Greater Manchester Mr Warren Smith 

Leader of Wigan MBC Lord Peter Smith 

Deputy Leader of Wigan MBC and Director of Leigh Sports Village Mr David 

Molyneux 

The Mayor and Mayoress of Wigan 

  

At the Learning Zone they were received by : 

  

Mr Nick Hudson (Exec Director of CYPS) 

Councillor Sue Loudon (Lead member of Wigan Council) 

Councillor Ged Bretherton (Lead member of Wigan Council) 

Pat Walters (Manager of Wigan Education Business Partnership) 

John Slater (Comino Foundation) 

  

After meeting the dignitaries, Her Majesty and HRH the Duke toured the room, 

speaking to the children present (who were from St Thomas CE and Leigh CE 

primary schools). The children were working on 2 different activities: one was a 

Leigh Rugby Time Trail, where they used our virtual reality time line to investigate 

the history of the club, the other was an enterprise activity where they had used ICT 

to design items for a promotional pencil case, and were busy costing the items at the 

time of the party's arrival. 

  

 

Both Her Majesty and the Duke were obviously delighted to be in the room - they 

both showed a lot of interest in what the children were doing and the alternative 

working environment. They were also interested in the centre staff and the players 

who were working with us, and Her Majesty commented on the ICT equipment and 

said that she would know a little bit about what to do if she were to sit down at the 

computer, but nowhere near the amount that children today know, and how easily 

they work out how to use new equipment. 



 
  

The visit to the room was meant to last for precisely 7 minutes, but the party stayed 

for around 12 minutes or so before moving on to lunch. 

  

A media scrum ensued, with myself, children and the players ( James Taylor and 

Dave Armitstead) being interviewed by various reporters. There was a little footage 

shown on the regional news programme BBC North West Tonight and some of the 

interviews were played on various local radio stations. 

  

Linda Donohue, Leigh Centurions Learning Zone 

 

Nottingham Tennis Centre - the Ace Base Study Support Centre 

Tennis Stars Visit the Ace Base Study Support Centre 

Pupils from Hempshill Hall Primary School in Nottingham were given the chance to 

interview former Wimbledon Champion Richard Krajieck when he popped into the 

centre on Thursday 11th June. Richard was taking part in the first “Tradition 

Nottingham Masters 2009” tennis tournament at the Nottingham Tennis Centre. 

Other “veteran” players taking part included Greg Rusedski, Peter McNamara, Mats 

Wilander, Mansour Bahrami and the legendary Ilie Nastase! There was also an 

appearance from current Wimbledon Junior Champion, Laura Robson. The pupils 

asked many questions, all of which Richard was more than happy to answer before 

posing for a group photograph with the pupils. 

The week before saw another international tournament take place at Nottingham 

Tennis Centre, The Aegon Trophy. This pre Wimbledon event attracts many of the 

up and coming international tennis players including many British players such as 

Jamie Murray, Elena Baltacha, Josh Goodall and Chris Eaton. All of the schools 

attending Ace Base this term were invited to bring their pupils down to the event. 

Here they took part in some tennis related activities organised and run by students 

from South Notts College before getting to see some of the tennis taking place on 

court. The centre produced an activity sheet for all of the schools taking part in 

conjunction with the Tennis Development Officer at Nottingham Tennis Centre. 

Finally, the pupils then took part in a question and answer session on court with a 

player. Jamie Murray and local star Jocelyn Rae were amongst those players who 

took part in the question and answer session.   



For more information, please contact Pete Dudgeon, centre manager at Ace Base on 

0115 9159592 or visit our website at www.nottinghampfs.org 

 

NORWICH CITY STUDY CENTRE 

Below is a link to a piece the NCFC Study Centre put on the club website which 

shows lifelong learning in Norfolk! 

http://www.canaries.co.uk/page/StudyCentre/0,,10355~1666894,00.html  

Keith Grainger, Head of Study Support & PfS Team 
 

 

Other Items 

 

Supporter to Reporter (S2R) 

 

S2R have recently had a total of 20 reporters reporting from the Paralympic World 

Cup over five days and across four sports. 

 

As ever the reporters were on a steep learning curve, creating programmes as they 

go, learning upon reflection and deciding how best to repackage information for an 

active audience. Being officially recognised by London 2012, gaining the Inspire 

Mark has provided our S2RNW reporters with a thorough insight into the Paralympic 

and Olympic world.  

 

Here a few of the highlights from the content they created: 

 

1. Notorious Pistorius” powers to the podium – Interviews with the world record 
breaker Oscar Pistorius, the blade runner. This is a great example of the up to 
date content that the reporters produce and an illustration of a S2R 
relationship built up between reporter and athlete over a few days. 
 

2. Who inspires you? – S2R reporters were invited to follow Jonathon Edward‟s 
entourage around a local Manchester Get Set school, Jonathon gave an 
assembly and attended a Get Set lesson to a class of local head teachers. 
The S2R reporters were motivated to report on the Olympic and Paralympic 
value of „inspiration‟. 

 
3. Wall of Challenge – Heath Primary school in Ipswich left a comment on 

Radiowaves about their initiative that involves everyone in the school to 
pledge a personal challenge to achieve before 2012. Manchester S2R 
reporters made it their mission to create a video on the schools behalf to 
challenge spectators at the Paralympic Swimming. See what swimming fans 
and athletes hope to achieve. 

 

http://www.nottinghampfs.org/
http://www.canaries.co.uk/page/StudyCentre/0,,10355~1666894,00.html
http://www.radiowaves.co.uk/story/64950
http://www.radiowaves.co.uk/story/64610
http://www.radiowaves.co.uk/story/64856
http://www.radiowaves.co.uk/story/64889


4. Are all players Equal? – Reporters learn how to play wheelchair basketball, 
spoke to players and fans about the rules and equality of wheelchair 
basketball. 

 
5. “Flying Cundy” breaks 200 record – Cycling package on Jody Cundy as he 

attempted to break the 200m record, the clue is in the title! 
 

This year‟s Paralympic World Cup was said to have been an unforgettable 

experience for the reporters, we are very grateful for their commitment over the week 

and are happy that we can ensure that the reporters left the event with more skills, 

knowledge and work to count towards their personal development and towards their 

Arts Awards accreditation. 

 

Northampton Steelbacks reporters are currently preparing to report from Friday‟s 

twenty20 match, we are gearing up to Vancouver Winter Olympics, crossing our 

fingers for the Mini Pacific Games in October, always looking ahead to 2012 and 

working with as many young people across the country as possible! 

 

S2R were also present at this year‟s PfS National Conference. 

  

Katy Atkinson, S2R Project Manager M: 07908 403 521 
 
 

STAFF CHANGES 

 

Steve Smith will be retiring from his post as PfS and QA in Study Support Manager 

with Education Leeds, as from September 2009. The new post (to be re named 

'Study Support Team Leader') will be advertised nationally. 

David Beattie – Centre Manager at Port Vale - V.I.P Centre will be leaving this 

summer.  We wish David all the best and thank him for his work within PfS. 

Jenny Nippard – AFC Bournemouth – Cherries Learning Centre, will be going on 
maternity leave on 24 July. Gary Pulman will be acting as Centre Manager on a p/t 
basis, Christine Tindall will continue her role as Assistant Centre Manager during 
Jenny‟s maternity leave. 

Contact details for Christine Tindall - Assistant Centre Manager - 
chris@cherrieslearningcentre.co.uk - 01202 304154 or 07768032712 

Gary Pulman - Extended Services Manager and CM for the CLC (12 hours per 

week) - gary.pulman@bournemouth.gov.uk - 01202 456258 or 07736853709 

 

Halifax RLFC - Blue Base Study Centre  

New email address for Mick Moffat and Pauline Crabtree, mick.moffatt@calderdale.gov.uk 

pauline.crabtree@calderdale.gov.uk . 

http://www.radiowaves.co.uk/story/64270
http://www.radiowaves.co.uk/story/64730
mailto:chris@cherrieslearningcentre.co.uk
mailto:gary.pulman@bournemouth.gov.uk
mailto:mick.moffatt@calderdale.gov.uk
mailto:pauline.crabtree@calderdale.gov.uk


Sheffield Wednesday Study Support Centre 

 

Mike Taylor has been appointed to role of Centre Coordinator at Sheffield 

Wednesday Study Support Centre 

 

Nottingham CCC – Wicket!  

 

Please use this email address for contacting the centre.  Many thanks. 

wicketpfs@hotmail.co.uk  

 

Clare Kiggins, Wicket! Programme Manager, Trent Bridge 

 

QiSS 

 

New procedure for all PfS Centres engaging with the QiSS recognition process 

1.   For initial information and to obtain a Recognition pack, please contact the 
QiSS office at Tunbridge Wells (contact Sue Vardy 
sue.vardy@canterbury.ac.uk  Tel: 01892 507657). 

A Registration form must be completed and returned to the QiSS office. 

2.   Centres working towards recognition and who wish to observe, do a PFW or 
book a date for recognition, please contact Diane Wilson, who will now 
oversee the recognition meetings.  (diane@rexhallassociates.com ) 

NB - Your RHA Critical Friend will support you through the process and it is 

important that you keep them in the loop and ensure that he/she reads your 

evidence before you present for recognition. 

Below are the dates for the next 6 recognition meetings: 
 
  30 June 2009 - Norwich City 
     15 July 2009 - Nottingham Forest 
   9 October 2009 - Bolton Wanderers 
  6  November 2009 - Crystal Palace 
  9  February 2010 - Portsmouth 
  10 March 2010 - WBA 
 

PfS Nederlands 

 

The first ever PfS Netherlands conference was held in Zwolle on 5 June 2009. This 

exciting event aimed to celebrate the work already happening in the Netherlands - 

where 3 PfS Centres are now operational - as well as creating an appetite to expand 

the Netherlands programme. The keynote speech was a joint presentation with Irene 

de Kort and Marian Wood – a Dutch and English presentation (with Marian 

contributing only in English!) 

mailto:wicketpfs@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:sue.vardy@canterbury.ac.uk
mailto:diane@rexhallassociates.com


 

The event was also attended by three centre managers from PfS UK; Wayne Smith, 

from Wembley, Dave Lyall from Tottenham and Jamie McGachy from West Ham. 

Each of whom delivered a presentation on their programme as part of a „round table‟ 

approach to sharing ideas. 

 

Over 100 people attended, including a senior government education minister with 

representation from clubs as well as educationalists. The event was very well 

received and generated a great deal of enthusiasm for the initiative to develop 

further in the Netherlands.  

 

óIt was a great and inspiring day, not in the least because of your contribution. Thank 

you so much! When you look at the photos it shows that everyone is enjoying 

themselves and so did we!ô  

Irene De Kort 

 

     


